
Reviewing Plans in Times of Change 

One of the few things certain 
in today’s economic environment 
is change. Change affects everyone 

and adapting to it can be challenging.
Take a moment to think about some of the 
routine changes that affect people from all 
walks of life: a change in marital status, 
retirement, a move to another state, children 
growing up and leaving home. When any of 
these circumstances occurs, you may find it 
wise to make sure your estate and financial 
arrangements still meet your needs.

Reach your goals

Your estate planning tools, such as a will 
or living trust, should reflect your ongoing 
desires for your heirs and the distribution 
of your property. For example, fluctuations 
in the stock market may prompt you 
to reconsider and even revise property 
distributions through your estate plans.

Make the most of your giving

Making generous provisions in your long-
range plans for charitable interests is a 
meaningful experience for many. And 

charitable giving need not compete with the 
desire to provide for loved ones. There are 
many ways to include SCA in your plans 
that may even enhance your giving dollars.

Take hold of the future

Now may be the right time to look at your 
personal and financial matters and begin 
putting them in order. In this issue, we 
explore some of the many ways you can 
continue your support of SCA as you make 
your plans for the future.
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Gifts that are included as part of your 
long-range estate and financial planning can offer 
a wonderful way to provide lasting support for 

SCA in the future. It can be possible to make a gift of a 
lifetime while possibly minimizing taxes and settlement 
costs and conserving more of your estate for loved ones.

Some points to remember:

■  Gifts in your estate plans can be funded with cash, 
securities, real estate or other property.

■  You can make a gift of all or a portion of the property 
remaining in your estate after all distributions to family 
and others have been satisfied.

■  Gifts may be stated in terms of a percentage of an estate, 
thereby allowing them to increase or decrease depending 
on the value of the remaining assets.

■  A memorial gift in your estate plans can serve as an 
enduring and loving tribute to a spouse, partner, family 
member or friend.

■  You can name SCA as beneficiary of all or a portion of 
your retirement plan account or life insurance policy 
that is no longer needed for its original purpose.

■  You can name SCA as direct beneficiary of a savings or 
investment account through what is known as a “pay on 
death” provision, avoiding your will or trust entirely.

More information

We can provide more information to you and your 
advisors concerning ways you can leave a legacy to SCA 
while preserving financial security for you and your loved 
ones. Simply return the enclosed card or visit our website 
at thesca.givingplan.net.

A Legacy for Conservation

SCA Community Programs provide hands-on opportunities 
for young people to learn about conservation.



A Career Helping Young People Leads to Investment  
in Their Future By Wilke Nelson, SCA’s Director of Gift Planning

L ong-time SCA donor Dr. Rae Lee Siporin 
of Corrales, NM spent her career in higher 
education. In her civic and professional life she 

has long understood the value of experiential education. 
Rae believes that programs like SCA’s are 
particularly valuable for urban youth living 
in neglected environments as they get a 
“wonderful and permanent benefit” by 
working on park restoration projects  
to preserve and enhance formerly  
neglected places. 
This conviction led her to make a 
generous commitment to SCA through 
a combination of lifetime giving and a 
bequest to help ensure SCA’s work with 
urban youth thrives into the future. As 
a volunteer, educator, administrator and 
donor, Rae acts on her beliefs and makes a 
difference in all that she does.
Before retiring to the southwest, Rae served as the Director 
of Undergraduate Admissions at UCLA. While she 
commented that the job was often an exercise in “learning 
to say no,” it is obvious that her love of young people and 
helping them along the path to a bright future gave her a 
great deal of satisfaction. Perhaps it is because Rae was the 
first in her family to go to college that she places such high 
store in the value of an education and sought out a career 
helping others make their educational dreams come true.

Rae hails from Detroit and earned her undergraduate 
degree at Wayne State University and her graduate 
degrees at UCLA where she said she wanted to pursue a 
career as an astrophysicist, but, eventually, she ended up 
studying English. She built on what she described as a 
“very esoteric academic background” with a stint teaching 

at the University of Pittsburgh and, eventually, served as 
the Director of Planning for the University before moving 
on to her demanding role at UCLA which has one of the 
largest applicant volumes in the country.

During vacations, Rae traveled to New 
Mexico and fell in love with its vast 
protected public lands that she values 
“because they are never going to change.” 
She began helping SCA years ago because 
she feels that SCA successfully weds two 
of her personal priorities together: young 
people and conserving nature.
In “retirement” Rae has had a chance to 
indulge her many volunteer interests. She 
particularly enjoys her time volunteering 
for her local community library which 
is blessed with a vibrant volunteer corps 
of all ages. In addition, she worked in 
the bioscience collection at the Natural 

History Museum of New Mexico.
Rae is very hands-on herself and has had a chance to visit 
SCA students in the field. In addition to helping SCA, 
she has funded scholarships so that students without the 
means can get ahead in life. She talks about the value of 
young people having positive role models and has been 
modeling a life well-lived for a long time.
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Dr. Rae Lee Siporin on an SCA site visit

Dr. Rae Lee Siporin

Rae believes that programs like SCA’s  
are particularly valuable for urban youth 
living in neglected environments as they 
get a “wonderful and permanent benefit” 
by working on park restoration projects  
to preserve and enhance formerly 
neglected places.



To learn how you can make 
your own legacy gift to SCA,  
please contact:  
Wilke Nelson
Director of Gift Planning
(toll free) 888-722-9675 or 
703-524-2441 x2024
Wnelson@thesca.org
thesca.givingplan.net

SCA-National Office
4245 North Fairfax Drive • Suite 825
Arlington, VA  22203

Liz Putnam  
Legacy Society
The Student Conservation 
Association established the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society to honor  
the vision and dedication of 
its founder, Liz Putnam, and 
all forward-looking supporters 
who join her in planning legacy 
commitments to SCA. If you have 
already remembered SCA in your 
plans, please do let us know so  
we can welcome you into the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society. You will 
also be invited to special Society 
events and your name will be listed 
(with your permission) in our 
Annual Report.

Is It Time for an Update?

K eeping your will,  
trust and estate plans up to 
date can be as important 

as preparing them in the first place. 
Many life events can prompt a review 
and update of your plans.
If you move to another state. 
Every state has its own rules regarding 
the settling of estates. If your plans 
were drafted under the laws of another 
state, it may be wise to make sure they 
take advantage of all benefits under the 
laws of the state where you now reside.
If someone can’t serve. What 
if the person you named to settle 
your estate is no longer able to serve? 
It is important to name an alternate 
executor.
If financial circumstances 
change. If your assets have 
increased or decreased in value since 

you last updated your plans, or if you 
have acquired new property that was 
not included in your original will, you 
may need to revisit your plans.
If your family changes. Those 
who have experienced a change in 
their marital status usually need 
to make revisions. The birth of a 
grandchild can be another reason for 
a review. 
If tax laws change. Tax laws 
change from time to time. You may 
want to check with your advisors to 
learn how current estate laws could 
affect your plans.
We are always happy to provide 
further information about the 
charitable aspects of your plans, 
confidentially and with no obligation. 
Simply return the enclosed card or 
visit thesca.givingplan.net.

Liz Putnam (left)

Sample bequest language
If you are considering a bequest to SCA, the following language can be shared 
with your legal adviser for inclusion in your estate planning documents:
“After fulfilling all other specific provisions, I give, devise and bequeath  
 % of the rest residue and remainder of my estate (or $  if a specific 
amount) to the Student Conservation Association a charitable corporation  
(Tax ID# 91-0880684) currently having offices at 4245 North Fairfax Drive,  
in Arlington, VA  22203.”


