
Giving for Income

These days, many people are 
looking for ways to supplement 
retirement income while 

continuing to make meaningful charitable 
gifts. If you are interested in creating an 
additional source of income while fulfilling 
your charitable goals, an SCA gift annuity 
may be a good option. Gift annuities are an 
excellent way to help ensure a comfortable 
retirement income and support SCA. 
A gift annuity is a simple agreement between 
you and SCA. When a gift annuity is 
established, you make a gift and then receive 
fixed payments for life. Payments can be 
made to you and/or one other person, or to 
others you select. The payment rate depends 
on the age(s) of persons receiving payments at 
the time the annuity is funded. A portion of 
the assets used to fund the gift annuity will 
ultimately benefit SCA.
Because gift annuities provide you with 
generous payments that will never change 
and continue for as long as you and/or a 
loved one live, some people choose to create 
a series of gift annuities over time. Each 
additional gift annuity will generally result 

in a higher payment rate, more income and 
greater tax savings. 
As in the case of gifts made through a 
will or other plans, a gift annuity provides 
a welcome source of future funding for 
SCA. If you are considering a charitable 
gift as part of your future plans, you may 
find a gift annuity offers a way to make 
a difference by creating a legacy for the 
benefit of others.
Read on to learn more about how gift 
annuities can help you and SCA, while 
enhancing your long-term financial security.   
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Already Have a Gift Annuity?

If you have completed gift annuities with another charitable interest, consider funding your next gift annuity 

with SCA. Join those who have already made a commitment to our next generation of environmental 

leaders and to the preservation of our natural world.

To receive maximum benefits from a gift 
annuity, it is important to think carefully about 
the property used to make your gift. You can use:

1. Cash or the proceeds from bonds, certificates of 
deposit and other investments that may be providing 
less income in today’s environment.

2. Stocks or mutual funds that have increased in 
value since you have owned them but yield little or no 
income. Because capital gains tax is not due at the time 
you fund a gift annuity for yourself, this can be a good 
way to make a gift while increasing your spendable  
cash flow.

3. Withdrawals from retirement plans you may be 
required to make. A gift annuity can offer a way to  
set aside more of such funds to provide future  
income, while reducing taxes that would otherwise  
be due today.

The benefits from using a specific type of property will 
depend on your circumstances. We will be pleased to 
talk with you and your advisors about which assets might 

be best for funding your gift annuity. Simply return the 
enclosed card for a confidential, no-obligation proposal or 
visit thesca.givingplan.net.

Funding Your Gift Annuity Wisely

SCA increases conservation awareness, develops social 
responsibility and increases leadership skills that make  
youth more successful in school, work and life.

Gift Annuity Payment Rates

Selected Rates  
for One Person

Selected Rates for Two  
People of the Same Age

Age Rate Ages Rate

90+ 9.0% 90/90 8.2%

85 7.8% 85/85 6.7%

80 6.8% 80/80 5.7%

75 5.8% 75/75 5.0%

70 5.1% 70/70 4.6%

For illustrative purposes only. Please ask for current benefits and rates for 
other ages. SCA offers charitable gift annuities in most, but not all, states.



Ensuring a Legacy of Future Conservation Leaders
 By Wilke Nelson, SCA’s Director of Gift Planning

L ong-term SCA supporter Brian 
Harrington’s longstanding interest in 
conservation, the outdoors and, especially, birds 

began as a young man growing up in Rhode Island. 
After a number of summers working, variously, with 
the National Audubon Society and the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society, Brian spent what he described as a 
seminal summer studying birds at a field biology station  
in Minnesota. After getting his masters in Zoology in 
1972, Brian obtained a position as a research scientist at 
the Manomet Bird Observatory (which later became the 
Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences).
When he started at Manomet, Brian says his research 
interests were “very conservation-oriented” and focused 
on field research to determine if specific geographic 
locations along bird migratory routes were key stopping-
off points such that habitat loss could negatively impact 
species health. Over time, Brian found that with many 
species, including a key and sensitive species he developed 
expertise in, the Red knot—the largest sandpiper species 
in the world—it was critical to protect specific areas along 
international migratory routes in order that birds could 
make it safely between their seasonal grounds.
In fact, a recent Manomet news release describes the 
critical role that Brian’s pioneering research played in  
the recent listing by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
of a subspecies of Red knot as threatened under the 
terms of the Endangered Species Act. As it states in the 
press release:
In the early 1970’s, MCCS Senior Scientist Emeritus  
Brian Harrington, began ground-breaking discoveries  
about Red knot migration that contributed to the vision  
and creation of The Western Hemisphere Shorebird  
Reserve Network (WHSRN) and Manomet’s Shorebird 
Recovery Program (SRP).
Brian was able to work side by side with students who  
were serving as conservation interns at Manomet and 
became convinced of the huge value of internships like 
those offered at SCA. Interns helped with Brian’s work 
including the field research and independent study 
projects. Brian, who is a major proponent of internships, 
says “We got something from them and they got 
something from us.”

Brian had the opportunity to see firsthand how students 
such as SCA interns were able to parlay that experience 
and the professional connections they made into very 
successful careers. Some interns he worked with even 
published their first scientific papers while serving as 
interns. Brian takes great satisfaction in the fact that many 
of the people he worked with—from Puerto Rico and 
throughout the U.S.—are leaders in their fields of study.
Brian retired a few years ago but stays active with Manomet 
and doing research for the Fish and Wildlife Service.
Inspired by the knowledge that, while internship programs 
can be expensive, the beneficial impacts pay dividends in 
later years many multiples higher than those costs, Brian 
and his wife Martha were inspired to make a very generous 
gift to SCA through a charitable gift annuity. This will 
insure a rich legacy for future conservation leaders who 
will serve as interns. He said they view their gift as “a long 
term investment in people” and their satisfaction comes 
from knowing their legacy will ensure young people—
years down the road—will have opportunities to make the 
same sorts of conservation contributions Brian himself has.

The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It is not intended as legal, accounting or other professional advice. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax and 
other implications, the services of appropriate advisors should be obtained. Consult an attorney for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary based on applicable federal 
discount rates, which can change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be available in all states. ©MMXVI RFSCO, Inc. All Rights Reserved. NNNPDF-16

Brian Harrington with wife, Martha Sheldon



To learn how you can make 
your own legacy gift to SCA,  
please contact:  
Wilke Nelson
Director of Gift Planning
(toll free) 888-722-9675 or 
703-524-2441 x2024
Wnelson@thesca.org
thesca.givingplan.net

SCA-National Office
4245 North Fairfax Drive • Suite 825
Arlington, VA  22203

Liz Putnam  
Legacy Society
The Student Conservation 
Association established the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society to honor  
the vision and dedication of 
its founder, Liz Putnam, and 
all forward-looking supporters 
who join her in planning legacy 
commitments to SCA. If you have 
already remembered SCA in your 
plans, please do let us know so  
we can welcome you into the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society. You will 
also be invited to special Society 
events and your name will be listed 
(with your permission) in our 
Annual Report.

Four Things to Remember 
About Estate Planning
1. Make a Will and Other 
Plans. Unless you have a valid 
will or other arrangements in place, 
others may have to decide who 
will manage your affairs if you are 
unable to do so. Without any plans, 
it may be necessary for state laws to 
automatically transfer your property 
in equal amounts to your nearest 
relatives, regardless of your wishes.
2. Review and Update Your 
Existing Plans. Having a will, 
trust and other plans that reflect 
your current wishes is vitally 
important. Many things can make 
your will and other plans obsolete, 
including changes in your family 
(marriages, births, deaths); the 
value of your property or how it is 

owned; changes in state and federal 
tax laws; or a move to another state. 
3. Honor Loved Ones. To 
commemorate the life of a special 
friend or loved one, consider 
including a memorial gift in your 
will or other long-range plans. 
If you wish, let us know of your 
intentions, and we will be pleased 
to assist as necessary.
4. Review Other Assets. 
Do not forget life insurance 
or retirement plan assets when 
thinking about your long-range 
plans. Beneficiary designation 
forms you completed in the past 
may not reflect your current wishes. 
Be sure to review them as part of 
your planning.

Liz Putnam (left)

Sample bequest language
If you are considering a bequest to SCA, the following language can be shared 
with your legal adviser for inclusion in your estate planning documents:
“After fulfilling all other specific provisions, I give, devise and bequeath  
 % of the rest residue and remainder of my estate (or $  if a specific 
amount) to the Student Conservation Association a charitable corporation  
(Tax ID# 91-0880684) currently having offices at 4245 North Fairfax Drive,  
in Arlington, VA  22203.”


