
Making an Impact with Your Giving

Each year millions of Americans 
make gifts in support of the charitable 
organizations and institutions that 

are meaningful to them. For SCA, these 
gifts are more important than ever in helping 
fund our work and they make a real impact 
on our ability to create the next generation of 
conservation leaders.

Meeting goals

When it comes to the best ways to make 
your gifts, there are giving options that also 
help you achieve your personal planning 
goals. For instance, you can give and in 
return receive income to supplement your 
retirement or help take care of a loved one. 
This gift, the charitable gift annuity, has 
many advantages—some call it “the gift 
that gives back.” You can read more about 
the gift annuity and how it works, and the 
advantages to you and SCA, on Page 2.
By planning the timing and method of 
giving, you will know you are supporting 
SCA in ways that allow you to give and 
enjoy tax benefits while meeting other goals 
as well. That’s what effective gift planning  
is all about. 

More information

We hope the information presented here 
will help you maximize the potential of 
your resources through preserving financial 
security for yourself and your loved ones 
while making an impact on SCA and our 
work in the future.
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In today’s world, many people 
find it more and more difficult to 
sustain the level of income they need. 

Yet there are many options available 
to secure the income you would like, 
especially during retirement years. 
Through a charitable gift annuity, you 
can make a gift to SCA and fulfill other 
important financial goals. 
■  Generous payment rates. Gift 

annuity payment rates vary according 
to the age of the annuitant(s) at the 
time the annuity is funded. The older 
you are when you fund your gift 
annuity, the higher your payment rate 
will be (see the chart at right). SCA gift 
annuity payments will not decrease in 
size or frequency, regardless of changes 
in interest rates or stock market 
fluctuations. 

■  Increasing retirement income. 
Some of our supporters have chosen 
to create a series of gift annuities over 
time as a way to generate additional 
retirement income while reducing taxes 
during their peak earning years. Each 
additional gift annuity will generally 
result in a higher payment rate, more 
income and greater tax savings. 

■  Taking care of loved ones. In 
addition to providing supplementary 
funds for yourself, gift annuities can be 

arranged to provide income for your 
loved ones. Many couples establish 
gift annuities that make payments for 
both of their lives. It is also possible to 
establish gift annuities for the benefit 
of a brother, sister, parent or others 
for whom you wish to provide an 
additional source of income for the 
remainder of their lives. 

For more information about gift annuities 
or to receive a personalized illustration, 
return the enclosed card or visit our 
website at thesca.givingplan.net.

What Are Your Goals?

SCA Bay Area hosted over 100 volunteers at Stulsaft Park in Redwood 
City, CA for Earth Day 2015. Volunteers came from Acterra, Hotel Sofitel, 
Canada Middle College as well as SCA alumni, members and leaders.

Example:

Jane, age 70, decides to 

give $10,000 for an SCA gift 

annuity. Her payment rate, 

based on age, is 5.1%, or 

$510 for life. Because of the 

charitable gift portion of the 

annuity, there will be a tax 

deduction of around $3,900 

allowed in the year of the 

gift. In addition, $384 of each 

annual payment 

will be received 

free of tax for 

the first 15 years 

that payments 

are received. 

After her lifetime, 

Jane’s gift 

annuity will help 

SCA continue 

its conservation 

and youth 

development 

efforts in the 

future.

Gift Annuity Payment Rates

Selected Rates  
for One Person

Selected Rates for Two  
People of the Same Age

Age Rate Ages Rate

90+ 9.0% 90/90 8.2%

85 7.8 85/85 6.7

80 6.8 80/80 5.7

75 5.8 75/75 5.0

70 5.1 70/70 4.6

For illustrative purposes only. Please ask for  
current benefits and rates for other ages.



Travel and Service Inspired Libby Lent’s Bequest
 By Wilke Nelson, SCA’s Director of Gift Planning

While it is a true privilege to be able 
to work, one on one, with SCA’s individual 
supporters there is, sometimes, a bittersweet 

aspect to it. The bittersweet part is that, on occasion, it is 
often only once a donor passes and we speak to family and 
friends that we really get to fully understand what it was in 
their own lives and backgrounds that led them to become 
enamored with SCA’s work of conservation and youth 
development through service to the land, such that they 
make the special decision to support SCA with a bequest 
in their will or living trust. These stories are wonderful and 
inspiring to hear. Such was the case with Elizabeth “Libby” 
Paine Lent, whose estate included a most generous bequest 
to SCA. We are thrilled to tell you a little bit about her.
Libby Lent passed away in August, 2013 at 99 years of age. 
She had been a generous and loyal SCA supporter for more 
than twenty years. An SCA staffer who enjoyed a visit with 
her at her home in Pasadena, when she was 96, spoke to 
her energy and enthusiasm for life. As he put it, “Libby 
is a spitfire at 96, so engaging and loquacious.” Another 
adjective that was often shared about her was how youthful 
she seemed both physically and in her outlook on life. 
Born in 1914, Libby was definitely a woman ahead of 
her time. Her niece and namesake, Liz Paine, spoke of 
her aunt Libby as a true renaissance woman. Over her 
lifetime, Libby lived in Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, London, 
Paris, Chicago, New York City, Boston, Atlantic City and, 
finally, Pasadena. Libby was very well traveled at a young 
age. As a young woman, Libby did something almost 
unheard of in the early 20th century in traveling around 
the world in the company of two other young women. 
Then, said Liz, “Wanting to do her best to help others 
enjoy all that there was to see on our beautiful planet, she 
got into the fledgling travel business.” This wanderlust and 
love of nature had some of its roots in summers she spent 
as a young girl at a summer camp in Banff, Canada to 
which she travelled from her home in Minnesota.
In addition to her clear interests in youth, adventure 
and nature, Libby had a strong tendency toward public 
service and, like so many of her “Greatest Generation” 
contemporaries, she participated in the war effort. 
Libby served as a Red Cross volunteer in England, an 
organization she remained faithful to throughout her 
life. After the war, she and her new husband relocated 
to Pasadena. There Libby quickly got involved in service 
and volunteering in the community and often opened her 
home to students studying from abroad at Cal Tech and 
area schools.

Libby’s rich civic and volunteer life spanned not only the 
Red Cross but a wide range of groups in Pasadena from a 
sorority dedicated to advancing the education of women, 
serving as a Board member at the HEAR Center, to being 
recognized as Volunteer of the Year at the San Gabriel 
Valley Heart Association. Her philanthropy followed her 
volunteerism and, clearly, the volunteer service aspect of 
SCA’s mission had an influence. As Libby once put it, “A 
volunteer’s reward is in the satisfaction one gets out of what 
they’re doing.” 
According to Liz, it was this dual interest in youth  
and service that most inspired her aunt to be so generous  
to SCA. “One of SCA’s goals is to help young people 
develop a passion for something that can be transferred 
into a career, or just life. I believe that is why my aunt 
was always praising the work that SCA was doing—
creating a strong desire to help others, to save and sustain 
the beautiful world that we live in and to ‘always have 
something to do each day’ was what carried her 99 years,” 
shared Liz. “I can only hope to continue a bit of the legacy 
she has left me by continuing to support SCA’s work.”

Libby Lent

If you would like to follow Libby Lent’s example 
of supporting youth conservation service through 
a bequest in your will or living trust please contact 
Wilke Nelson, SCA Director of Gift Planning at  
703-842-4210 or email: Wnelson@thesca.org. 

Or, learn more about legacy gifts to SCA at:  
thesca.givingplan.net.



To learn how you can make 
your own legacy gift to SCA,  
please contact:  

Wilke Nelson
Director of Gift Planning
(toll free) 888-722-9675 or 
703-524-2441 x2024
Wnelson@thesca.org
thesca.givingplan.net

SCA-National Office
4245 North Fairfax Drive • Suite 825
Arlington, VA  22203

Liz Putnam  
Legacy Society
The Student Conservation 
Association established the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society to honor  
the vision and dedication of 
its founder, Liz Putnam, and 
all forward-looking supporters 
who join her in planning legacy 
commitments to SCA. If you have 
already remembered SCA in your 
plans, please do let us know so  
we can welcome you into the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society. You will 
also be invited to special Society 
events and your name will be listed 
(with your permission) in our 
Annual Report.

Explore Other Ways to Give 

You can make future 
gifts to the Student 
Conservation Association 

from financial plans you may 
already have in place but have 
previously earmarked for other 
purposes. If you want to make a 
meaningful and lasting charitable 
gift to SCA, you can:
■  Name SCA as beneficiary of all 

or a portion of the remainder of 
retirement plan accounts.

■  Give a share in the proceeds of 
life insurance policies no longer 

needed for their original purpose 
(such as the payment of estate 
taxes that may no longer be due).

■  Name SCA to receive all or 
a portion of what remains in 
investment and savings accounts 
through what are known as “pay 
on death” provisions.

More information

Return the enclosed card or visit 
thesca.givingplan.net for more 
information about including  
SCA in the charitable aspects  
of your plans.

The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It is not intended as legal, accounting 
or other professional advice. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax and other implications, the services of appropriate advisors 
should be obtained. Consult an attorney for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary 
based on applicable federal discount rates, which can change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be available in all states. 
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Sample bequest language
If you are considering a bequest to SCA, the following language can be shared 
with your legal adviser for inclusion in your estate planning documents:
“I give and devise to the Student Conservation Association (Tax ID 
91-0880684), located in Arlington, VA, all (or state a percentage) of the rest, 
residue, and remainder of my estate, both real and personal, to be used for  
its general support (or for the support of a specific fund or program).”


