
Looking to the Future

Have you made plans for the 
rest of the week, next month or 
next year? As we look further 

into the future, planning our lives naturally 
becomes more challenging. This is one 
reason many people put off making plans 
to help ensure greater financial security for 
themselves and their loved ones. 
These days there is no shortage of 
information available about financial and 
estate planning. Much of it promotes  
the need to take specific action, such as 
making an estate plan, investing wisely  
and planning for retirement.

Not to plan is to plan

Estate and financial plans can easily get 
lost in the shuffle and all too often be put 
off until it is too late. All of a sudden, not 
planning can become a plan.
Charitable gifts included as part of your 
long-range estate and financial planning 
can offer a wonderful way to continue 
your support of SCA. You may be able to 
make your gift of a lifetime while possibly 
minimizing taxes and settlement costs  

and conserving more of your estate for loved 
ones. Some gifts provide additional benefits 
including a lifetime income stream and  
tax savings.
In this issue of Conservation Legacies, we 
outline a number of ways you can make an 
impact on our work in the future through 
your giving. We will be pleased to provide 
more information concerning ways you can 
provide a lasting legacy while preserving 
financial security for you and your  
loved ones. 
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There are also ways to make plans for the 
near future—such as retirement—that will allow 
you to support SCA while receiving something in 

return. For many years, charitable gift annuities have been 
used as part of retirement planning to help build income 
for those who are already retired, or to plan for a future 
income stream for those who are preparing for retirement.
You can create a gift annuity that makes lifetime payments 
to one or two people. Typically, most people choose an 
annuity that makes payments for their own lifetime. 
However, you could also establish a gift annuity for a 
spouse, sibling, parent or other loved one who may be in 
need of financial support.

Annuity benefits include:

■  Generous payments that remain the same regardless  
of changes in interest rates or the changes in  
investment markets.

■  An immediate income tax deduction in the year the 
annuity is funded.

■  Part of each payment is free of federal income tax for a 
period of time.

■  When your gift annuity is funded with long-term 
appreciated securities, you will bypass any capital gain 
associated with the gift portion of your annuity, and any 
remaining tax may be paid over time.

As in the case of gifts made through a will or other estate 
plans, a gift annuity provides a welcome source of future 
funding for SCA. You may find a gift annuity offers a way 
to make an impact on our work by creating a legacy for 
the benefit of others. For a specific proposal outlining your 
own gift annuity benefits, return the enclosed card or visit 
thesca.givingplan.net.

A Path to Additional Income During Retirement

SCA offers youth and young adults conservation service 
opportunities to contribute to the greater good of our planet.

Gift Annuity Payment Rates

Selected Rates  
for One Person

Selected Rates for Two  
People of the Same Age

Age Rate Ages Rate

90+ 9.0% 90/90 8.2%

85 7.8% 85/85 6.7%

80 6.8% 80/80 5.7%

75 5.8% 75/75 5.0%

70 5.1% 70/70 4.6%

For illustrative purposes only. Please ask for current benefits and rates for  
other ages. SCA offers charitable gift annuities in most, but not all, states.

The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It is not 
intended as legal, accounting or other professional advice. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with 
tax and other implications, the services of appropriate advisors should be obtained. Consult an attorney 
for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary based on 
applicable federal discount rates, which can change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be 
available in all states. ©MMXV RFSCO, Inc. All Rights Reserved. NNNPDF-15



Ruth Lofgren: A Lifelong Devotion to the Natural World
 By Wilke Nelson, SCA’s Director of Gift Planning

R uth Lofgren, of San Antonio, TX, 
98, a long-time supporter of SCA, recently 
made a generous gift to establish a charitable 

gift annuity to provide crucial future support of SCA’s 
youth conservation service work. The gift flows from her 
longstanding interest in and passion for conservation, 
education and providing youth opportunities to benefit 
from time in the natural world. Ruth has lived a life 
full of firsts and significant accomplishments both 
professionally and as a volunteer. And she hopes her  
gift will inspire others.
“I realize how much young people benefit from getting 
acquainted with nature and how much the natural world 
needs all the help it can get. SCA is a win-win program: 
The environment is benefitted as the participants come to 
understand nature,” shares Ruth.
Ruth has had a life-long involvement in conservation. She 
co-wrote a book telling the story of one of her proudest 
civic achievements in San Antonio-the establishment of 
the Mitchell Lake Wildlife Refuge, now managed by the 
National Audubon Society. Though the book “Mitchell 
Lake Wildlife Refuge: An Illustrated History” only 
hints at it, Ruth played a major role in the conversion of 
a significant natural area, which had become degraded 
by wastewater and other impacts from the fast growing 
San Antonio metropolitan area, into an internationally 
recognized Wildlife Refuge visited by birders from all over 
the world. To date, over 320 species of birds have been 
identified at Mitchell Lake. (The lake is located on the 
Central Flyway of North America.) 
Ruth has recieved numerous citations and awards in 
recognition of her tireless work on various committees 
and with organizations that established the dream of 
the Refuge, and then, later, for her volunteer service and 
philanthropic commitments to creating a public education 
and visitor facility at the Refuge. The Refuge now serves 
as a major regional hub for environmental education 
programming and has been the site of service projects  
by the Boy Scouts and others.
As just one example of Ruth’s creativity and persuasive 
abilities, while serving as the Water Chair for the League 
of Women Voters she persuaded members of the local 
Junior League chapter to develop a nationally award-
winning brochure for the Refuge.
Her accomplishments with the Refuge would have taken 
many people a lifetime so it is all the more impressive 

to learn that Ruth’s work began after she had retired 
from a rewarding career as a scientist. She was the first 
woman on the faculty of the Bacteriology Department at 
the University of Michigan and a pioneer researcher on 
the electron microscope. After nine years at Michigan, 
Ruth moved to join the Biology Department at Brooklyn 
College of the City University of New York. While 
at Brooklyn College, she developed graduate science 
education programs for in-service teachers.
Ruth, a member of a Mormon family, feels that growing 
up in a rural area that is now a suburb of Salt Lake 
City helped inspire her life-long devotion to the natural 
world. After becoming a Quaker and studying science, 
she realized how vulnerable nature is and in need of 
protection. Now, as a volunteer, Ruth has devoted much of 
her time to thinking deeply about “know thyself” and how 
our lives impact the planet and all living things.
“Oh, I think I was one of those lucky people who was 
born feeling that the natural world was my world,” says 
Ruth. “When I was a tiny child we had a big rainstorm in 
Hunstville, Utah, where I was born. After the rainstorm 
there was a beautiful rainbow, and I went out into the 
yard, raised my arms, calling ‘Thank you, thank you.’ The 
rainbow was for me and I knew the whole of the planet 
was my special world to live in.”

Thank you, Ruth, for sharing the rainbow of your 
generosity and devotion to the natural world with 
SCA so others may make their own contributions 
to the conservation of nature.

Ruth Lofgren



To learn how you can make 
your own legacy gift to SCA,  
please contact:  
Wilke Nelson
Director of Gift Planning
(toll free) 888-722-9675 or 
703-524-2441 x2024
Wnelson@thesca.org
thesca.givingplan.net

SCA-National Office
4245 North Fairfax Drive • Suite 825
Arlington, VA  22203

Liz Putnam  
Legacy Society
The Student Conservation 
Association established the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society to honor  
the vision and dedication of 
its founder, Liz Putnam, and 
all forward-looking supporters 
who join her in planning legacy 
commitments to SCA. If you have 
already remembered SCA in your 
plans, please do let us know so  
we can welcome you into the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society. You will 
also be invited to special Society 
events and your name will be listed 
(with your permission) in our 
Annual Report.

Your Will—Your Way

W hen it comes to 
writing your will, 
you have the ability 

to choose how—and to whom—
you want your assets distributed 
after you are gone. The will is an 
extremely flexible instrument and 
there are a number of ways that  
you can designate your loved  
ones and charitable interests to 
receive bequests.
Give “what’s left.” After first 
providing for loved ones, you 
can devote all or a portion of the 
residue of your estate to a charitable 
interest, such as SCA. 
Give adjustable amounts. 
Leaving designated percentages 
of your estate allows you to give 
proportions rather than specific 
amounts. The amounts received are 

then automatically adjusted as the 
value of your estate changes.
Leave a fixed amount. Your will 
can specify a dollar amount to be 
given. This option can make sense 
if you would like to ensure that a 
certain amount is received before 
leaving any remaining assets to 
others. Remember, however, that 
your financial situation may change 
over time. It is important to review 
your will and other plans from time 
to time.

Begin now

We will be happy to provide more 
information about including gifts to 
SCA as part of your overall plans. 
For more information, return the 
enclosed card or visit our website at 
thesca.givingplan.net.

Liz Putnam (left)

Sample bequest language
If you are considering a bequest to SCA, the following language can be shared 
with your legal adviser for inclusion in your estate planning documents:
“I give and devise to the Student Conservation Association (Tax ID 
91-0880684), located in Arlington, VA, all (or state a percentage) of the rest, 
residue, and remainder of my estate, both real and personal, to be used for  
its general support (or for the support of a specific fund or program).”


