
Dear Alumni and Friends of SCA:

A
s one who has exhibited a 
special interest and a commitment to 
the Student Conservation Association 

over the years, you have been selected to 
receive our new newsletter, Conservation 
Legacies. We hope the ideas presented in 
these pages may be of interest to you.
The newsletter will provide helpful tips and 
suggestions for your own estate and financial 
planning needs. It is designed to help you 
start thinking, as well as explain ways of 
making gifts to fit various situations.

Beyond immediate gifts 

Most gifts to SCA are made in the form of 
cash, which is always welcome. However, 
other forms of giving may enable you to 
reap benefits for yourself and those you  
care about.
Often, tax savings are part of the benefits 
you can enjoy. But beyond those, you may 
be surprised to learn how giving plans may 
help you continue to provide for those you 
care about, such as taking care of a parent 
or sibling or providing for children  
or grandchildren.

Some giving methods are quite simple—
such as a bequest by will. Others, like trusts, 
call for more complex arrangements. 
Each issue of Conservation Legacies will be 
devoted to a different planning topic. We 
hope you will gain information from these 
pages that will help you in your planning.

Please let us know

If you find you would like to include a 
provision for the future of SCA in your 
plans, we encourage you to notify us. We 
can answer questions, suggest memorial 
opportunities and work with you and  
your advisors on the charitable aspects  
of your plans. 
Thank you for your dedication to our 
mission of building the next generation of 
environmental leaders and for your support 
of SCA.

Sincerely,

Wilke Nelson 
Director of Gift Planning
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For information and 
giving ideas, visit us 

on the web:

thesca.givingplan.net



O
ne of the most important 
parts of efficient estate planning 
is taking the first steps. Putting 

your plans in the form of an outline 
can be a good way to start. Writing a 
thoughtful summary of your wishes 
can save expenses, too. Your attorney 
can prepare your will and other plans 
more quickly when working from the 
information you provide.
Keeping in mind the 4 Ps of estate 
planning may be a helpful starting point.
■  People: First, list the names of the 

people for whom you want to plan. 
They might include family members 
such as a spouse, children, and 
grandchildren as well as close friends 
and employees.

■  Property: Second, make a list of 
your property and how you own it. 
In addition to cash and investments, 
note other property such as real estate, 
stocks, automobiles, life insurance 
policies, retirement plans, jewelry and 
collections of value. Estimate the dollar 
value and cost of each asset, along with 
any income it produces.

■  Plans: The third “P” will be your 
plans for matching people and 
property. List which property you 
would like each person to receive. A 
number of people choose to include 
charitable gifts to organizations like the 
Student Conservation Association as 
part of their plans.

■  Planners: Finally, list the planners 
who will help you put your plans 
in effect. An attorney should draft 
legal documents. Your accountant, 
bank and life insurance professionals, 
investment advisors and representatives 
of your charitable interests you wish to 
remember may also take part.

The next step

You are now ready to meet with 
the person or persons you choose to 
coordinate the implementation of your 
plans. A draft of these plans should be 
prepared by a professional and carefully 
reviewed by you and perhaps one or more 
loved ones.
Once all details are settled, your will and 
related documents are ready for signing.

Sample bequest  
language
If you are considering 
a bequest to SCA, the 
following language can be 
shared with your legal adviser 
for inclusion in your estate 
planning documents:
“I give and devise to the 
Student Conservation 
Association (Tax ID 
91-0880684), located in 
Arlington, VA, all (or state 
a percentage) of the rest, 
residue, and remainder of 
my estate, both real and 
personal, to be used for its 
general support (or for the 
support of a specific fund  
or program).”

The 4 Ps of Effective Planning

Thousands of our alumni continue their 
support of SCA through conservation or 
environmental service in their local community.



Ensuring a Bright Future for  
Youth Conservation Service

W
hen SCA supporter and 1983 alumnus,  
Bob Kachinski, was fresh out of college, he went 
on what he describes as a real adventure which 

began with boarding a bus at home in Massachusetts for a 
three-day, three night cross-country trip to rural Worland, 
Wyoming. Once he arrived at his destination, Bob was to 
start a three-month SCA internship with the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) to serve as an assistant to a regional 
wildlife biologist. 
Bob grew up as part of a military family and he was outside 
all the time with his brothers and sisters. His early love 
of the outdoors led him to attend Dickinson College in 
Pennsylvania, majoring in biology. When he graduated, he 
didn’t have any immediate plans beyond his hope to pursue 
a career in natural resources and some thought of going to 
graduate school to become an ornithologist. A professor told 
him about SCA internships as a great way to gain practical 
experience in the field. So, Bob applied not knowing exactly 
where he would be assigned, though hoping it might be far 
from home and a chance to see a part of the country that 
was new to him. This certainly came true for him and the 
whole experience made an indelible impression on his life. 
Bob fondly remembers, “I was confined to the east coast 
most of my life, so the vastness of Wyoming and the culture 
shock of trying to blend in with the local cowboys was a real 
eye opener.” 
After getting his assignment with SCA, Bob, determined 
to fit in out west, purchased a pair of cowboy boots. 
Unfortunately, and much to his chagrin, he didn’t realize 
that proper cowboy boots in Wyoming have pointy toes 
and he showed up with square-toed boots. This, he says, did 
not help him pass as a local after a hard day’s work doing 
such things as conducting aerial surveys to map elk and 
antelope habitat on the rangelands managed by BLM. Bob 
has fond memories of spending the bulk of his $35/week 
subsistence allowance buying beer for friends and placing—
often losing—bets at cards. His generosity in such matters 
helped overcome any concern among the locals about his 
attire. When asked how he ate—given he was spending his 
food money on other things—Bob says that his boss, who 
became a life-long friend, was a big-game hunter and was 
happy to share the bounty of his freezer with Bob and the 
other young assistants he worked with.
After his internship and trying to get some wildlife biologist 
positions in the then hiring-freeze-constrained federal 
government, Bob moved home and worked in a variety 

of outdoor-oriented jobs including becoming an arborist. 
Eventually, he began work in the real estate field and started 
his own property management company. Because Bob, like 
so many SCA alumni, had a very strong civic interest, he 
ultimately ended up working with his current employer, 
the area housing authority near his home in western Mass. 
where he helps families in need. Bob remains very active 
volunteering for conservation service, including having 
served on the area Conservation Commission.
Bob feels the biggest impact SCA had on his life and 
those of other alumni was “cultivating a strong sense of 
stewardship for the land and for future generations.”
Bob’s sense of stewardship and concern for the future of 
youth conservation service led him to become a financial 
contributor to SCA for many years and, ultimately, to 
his and his wife Diane’s recent decision to share some 
of their life’s bounty with future generations by leaving 
a legacy to SCA in their will. Through their legacy gift, 
they are providing critical future support for tomorrow’s 
conservationists.
It is Bob and Diane’s hope that, by sharing his story and 
their legacy decision, other alumni and SCA supporters 
will be inspired to follow their example.

Diane and Bob Kachinski 
along the California coast.

“Like most SCA alumni, 
I developed a real 
appreciation for our nation’s 
beauty and a friendship 
that has lasted a lifetime. I 
still keep in touch with my 
old boss at the BLM as he 
has moved from Wyoming 
to Alaska to Montana. As 
far as I am concerned, SCA 
gave me more in that three 
month period than I could 
begin to repay. It is because 
of the strong connection I 
still feel to your wonderful 
organization that Diane 
and I have included a legacy 
gift to SCA in our wills.”



To learn how you can make 
your own legacy gift to SCA,  
please contact:  

Wilke Nelson
Director of Gift Planning
(toll free) 888-722-9675 or 
703-524-2441 x2024
Wnelson@thesca.org
thesca.givingplan.net

SCA-National Office
4245 North Fairfax Drive • Suite 825
Arlington, VA  22203

Liz Putnam  
Legacy Society
The Student Conservation 
Association established the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society to honor  
the vision and dedication of 
its founder, Liz Putnam, and 
all forward-looking supporters 
who join her in planning legacy 
commitments to SCA. If you have 
already remembered SCA in your 
plans, please do let us know so  
we can welcome you into the Liz 
Putnam Legacy Society. You will 
also be invited to special Society 
events and your name will be listed 
(with your permission) in our 
Annual Report.

How Sound Is Your  
Estate Plan?

A re you certain that your 
current estate plan is in 
shape and up to date? Take 

this brief quiz to find out!
1. Do you have a will or living 

trust to direct the distribution 
of your property?   
YES ☐  NO ☐

2. Is the makeup of your family 
the same as when you last 
reviewed your plans?   
YES ☐  NO ☐

3. Do you live in the same state  
as when you last updated your 
will and/or other plans?   
YES ☐  NO ☐

4. Is the person you have named to 
settle your affairs still able and 
willing to serve?   
YES ☐  NO ☐

5. Has the value of your assets 
remained the same since you  

last reviewed your plans?   
YES ☐  NO ☐

6. Are you certain how much 
federal and/or estate tax will  
be due on your estate?   
YES ☐  NO ☐

7. Are all the people and 
organizations important to  
you mentioned in your plans?   
YES ☐  NO ☐

What did you score?

If you answered no to any of the 
above questions, it may be time 
for a review. Professional advisors 
who specialize in such matters can 
offer advice and help to coordinate 
various parts of your estate and 
financial plans. 
For more information, or if we can 
help in any way, please contact us 
or return the enclosed card.

The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It is not intended as legal, accounting 
or other professional advice. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with tax and other implications, the services of appropriate advisors 
should be obtained. Consult an attorney for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary 
based on applicable federal discount rates, which can change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be available in all states. 
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